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Having lived in South Africa for
almost a year, | can safely say that
there is a lot that one can learn by
visiting the country.

If you choose to study in SA, | have
confidence that SA will inspire you
and will leave a long lasting memory.

For all Japanese students, stay gold
and seize the day!
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High English Skills?

South Africa has 11 official languages.
English (British English) is the most
comon language in the business scene
even though most South Africans can
speak in their mother tongue such as
Xhosa, Zulu, Sotho, etc., which is why,
they easily understand people talking
not-perfect English.

In general, universities in Souh Africa
requires high level of English proficiency
including for international students . Just
like other English-speaking countries,
South Africa uses the IELTS and TOFEL
(please see the Eng test score below).

People who want to study English can
attend private English language schools.
Plus, Stellenbosch University, UKZN, and
Wits offer English language coures.

University I[ELTS score University I[ELTS
ucT 7.0 UFS 4.0
uwcC 6.5 VUT 6.5
CPUT 6.5 NWU 6.0

SuU 6.5 Wits 7.0
NMMU 6.0 uJ 6.0
RU 7.0 up 6.0
UKZN 6.0 UNISA 6.5

New Partnership

Representatives of the Hokkaido
University and South Africa’'s North
West  University (NWU) signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU)
for academic exchange.

The MoU was signed on Wednesday,
5 February 2014, by Prof Ichiro Uyeda,
executive and  vice-president  of
Hokkaido University and Dr Theuns Eloff,
vice-chancellor of the NWU. A copy was
also co-signed at the Mafikeng campus
by the newly appointed vice-chancellor,
Prof Dan Kgwadi.

Following the MoU signing ceremony,
Hokkaido University gave presentations
about their academic programmes on:
veterinary medicine; health sciences;
environmental science; and economics
and business administration.

Cooperation between the NWU and
Hokkaido University will afford students

of both universities opportunities to
participate in international exchange
programmes. This also implies the
exchange of faculty members and
research fellows and academic material,
publications, symposia, and information
as well as joint research projects.

The MoU is the result of an already well-
established relationship between the
two universities, which is largely due
to the efforts of Prof Victor Wepener
of the Potchefstroom Campus’ School
of Biological Sciences and Prof Nico
Smit of the Potchefstroom Campus'
Unit for Environmental Sciences and
Management.

One of the NWU’'s master's degree
students, Mr Nico Wolmarans, went
to Hokkaido University for his three-
month research project. Prof Nico is
researching the levels of dichloro-
diphenyl-trichloroethane (DDT) in
amphibians on the Pongola Floodplain.
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Research and Development

As a safe, clean and reliable alternative energy sources,
South Afruca is undergoing serious consideration of
hydrogen economy. Hydrogen is an energy carrier and is
used to store and distribute energy and can be combined
with the use of fuel cell technologies to produce electricity.
Within the DST's grand challenge on the energy security,
this interest in hydrogen falls under the National Hydrogen
and Fuel Cell Technologies Research, Development and
Innovation strategy, branded as Hydrogen South Africa
(HySA) in 2008.

The strategy stimulates and guides innovation along
the value chain of hydrogen and fuel cell technologies
in South Africa, aiming to position the country to drive
and optimise local benefits from supplying high value-
added products (i.e. PGMs) to the potentially increasing
international markets.

Three Centres of Competence (CoC) have been
established by Department of Science and Technology
(DST), and are charged with unique responsibilities
collectively geared towards attaining the goal of
supplying 25% of global PGM based catalyst demand
by 2020. The combined efforts of these three CoCs are
aiming towards the research and development (R&D) of a
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variety of hydrogen fuel cell technologies so that fuel cells
can be “tailor-made” for specific uses and applications to
meet the needs of the international market by providing
portable power sources, combined heat and power (CHP)
source based on fuel cells, and etc. The three CoCs are:

gy HySA Systems:
CoC on hydrogen systems integration and technology
validation, hosted by the University of the Western Cape.

gy HySA Catalysis:
CoC on hydrogen catalysis; co-hosted by the University of
Cape Town and MINTEK.

iy HySA Infrastructure:

CoC on hydrogen generation, storge tand distribution,
co-hosted by the North West University and the
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).
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